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PART ONE: READING COMPREHENSION 40% 

Read the text below and do all the activities that follow on your answers sheet  

IVORY COAST COUNTS ON SCHOOLS TO CUT CHILD LABOUR IN COCOA 

SECTOR 

‘’At five years old, I went to work in the fields with my dad. Today, my children go to school,’’ said 

peter, a cacao farmer in Bonikro in the centre of Ivory Coast. 

Peter is one of a generation of farmers at the heart of a drive to keep the country’s children in 

school and away from its vast plantations. 

Ivory Cost, the world’s largest cacao producer, has struggled to prevent children working in the 

cacao sector, long an accepted practice in the countryside.  The industry, which accounts for 15 

percent of GDP and more than 50 percent of export receipts as well as two-thirds of the country’s 

jobs, is absolutely vital to the country’s economies welfare according to the World Bank. But 

criticism of its record on child labour by consumers and buyers has in the past threatened to 

tarnish cocoa from the Ivory Coast and undermine its main export prompting authorities to act. 

The government’s scheme   to get children off the plantations and into school launched in 2011 is 

as much about improving the country’s image overseas as it is about protecting its young people. 

The leader of the campaign said that education would help limit child exploitation in the cacao 

sector.’’  (It) remains for us the alternative and the most effective response in the long-term fight 

against child labor.’’ 

In 2011, the west African country announced plans to reduce  the number of minors working on 

plantations by 30 percent by 2017 and 70 percent by 2020.Since 2011, 17, 829 classrooms have 

been built or restored ,according to the National  Monitoring  committee  (CNS), which is charged 

with overseeing the government’s anti-child labour  efforts. It is hoped that the plan will break the 

cycle of children following their parents into the fields at a young age.  

A cacao planter in Goboue in the  country’s west is involved with a school opened by global food 

giant Nestle in 2013.’’ Once the child is in school, they won’t have time to be in the field so they 

can’t do the heavy work, ‘’ he told AFP. 
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A/VOCABULARY 

As you are reading the text, Find out the appropriate antonyms of these given words. 

Example: 1-Today. 

1- In the past (L1) 

2- City Servant (L2) 

3- Large Offices (L4) 

4- Smallest (5) 

5- To enforce (L5) 

6- City (L7) 

7- Useless (9) 

8- To Promote (L11) 

9- Adult (12) 

10- Short time (L17) 

11- Discouraged (L22) 

B/COMPREHENSION CHECK 

Read the text and provide answers to the following questions. 

1- What is the ambition of the new generation of farmers? 

2- What is the abuse done to children? 

3- What is the drawback of child labor on the Ivorian Cocoa? 

4- What is the importance of schooling in the fight against children exploitation? 

5- What is the ambition of the CNS by building and restoring classroom? 

6- What beneficial action does nestle ‘do in the west side of Ivory Coast? 

7- For you, should children work on the cocoa plantation? (05 Why lines maximum) 

PART TWO: LANGUAGE IN USE 30% 

       Give the appropriate tenses of the verbs in brackets. 

       Example: 7- will succeed 

1-  When you (to protect) the children, you have no problem with the law. 

2- If you had ill-treated children, they (to leave) you. 

3-  Work hard at school and you (to become) someone later. 

4- They (to sell) their cocoa if they refused to exploit children 

5- If they (to employ) adults they couldn’t have been punished 

6- When we (to respect) the law, we are protected by it. 

7- If you work hard, you (to succeed) in the life. 

8- When we educate our children they (to succeed) 

9- If you had ill-treated your children they (to fail) 

 



PART THREE: WRITING 30% 

Do the following task in 20 lines maximum. 

Task: 

Children are abused, more enslaved in Ivory Coast at homes, in plantations, in firms and so on. 

As the chairperson of the local NGO called ‘STOP CHILDREN EXPLOITATION’ you write a letter to 

the ministry of justice and Human Rights to denounce the fact. 

- Write a letter 

-  Insist on the different abuses done to children. 

- Specify the sectors where children are exploited. 

 

JESUS BLESS YOU! 

 

 

 

 

     

        


